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Islamic Conceptions of  
Animal Rights  

 
(Keynote address) 

 
The talk will focus on the question, “What are Islamic con-
ceptions of animal rights?” It will show that Islamic law does 
recognize that animals have interests, but this recognition is 
not uniform for all animals and in all contexts. In some cases, 
the interest looks something like a right, while in others, the 
interest is one of welfare. Contemporary advocates can draw 
upon the Islamic legal tradition to advance the cause of ani-
mal rights, but in doing so, will need use creative methodol-
ogies to prompt the re-thinking of entrenched positions. 
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