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What do the animals think? Taking into ac-

count animal agency in animal rights 
 

Following insights from studies in biology and ethology, 

more-than-human animals are increasingly recognized as 

active agents who not just act on instinct, but have their 

own perspective on life and relations with humans. This 

has implications for how we think about animal rights. In 

my talk I will use the example of the new Dutch animal law 

to explain why taking into account animal agency is im-

portant for animals and to explicate the relationship be-

tween animal agency and the broader project of animal 

rights. I then discuss problems with interpreting animal 

agency, and the underlying epistemological structures that 

cause these problems. Specifically, I argue that other ani-

mals suffer from epistemological injustice. The first step in 

overcoming these problems is to listen to the animals, and 

as a conclusion I offer some examples of practices and 

theoretical approaches that center their perspective as 

part of working towards justice for all.   
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